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ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS 
 

ROBERT BLUMENFELD, ESQ. is an Estate Tax & Estate Tax Audit Attorney with Marini & Associates, P.A. Mr. Blumenfeld concentrates his practice in 
the areas of estate tax law (both international and domestic); estate tax filings; representation before the IRS, including IRS estate audits, IRS estate 
tax appeals; and tax court cases involving estate tax issues. Prior to joining Marini & Associates, P.A. Mr. Blumenfeld spent 32 years as the Senior 
Attorney with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Office of Deputy Commissioner, International. While with the IRS, he examined approximately 2,000 
estate tax returns and litigated various international and tax issues associated with these returns. As a result of his experience, he has extensive 
knowledge of the issues associated with and the preparation of U.S. estate tax returns for resident and non-resident aliens, gift tax returns, Form 
706QDT and qualified domestic trusts. Mr. Blumenfeld is admitted to practice before the U.S. Tax Court. He is also a member of the Ohio Bar and he is 
a member of the Florida International Tax Group, which is an invitational only group, of the best International Tax Advisors in the State of Florida. 

 
 
TAMI F. CONETTA, JD is the Trust and Advisory Practice Executive for the East Region of The Northern Trust Company. She works closely with trust 
professionals on all aspects of the delivery of trust and advisory services to private clients in the Eastern United States, including comprehensive 
wealth management strategy. Tami joined The Northern Trust Company in 2009 as Senior Corporate Attorney and trust counsel.  Prior to joining 
Northern Trust, Tami was in private law practice for over 18 years and a partner at Ruden McClosky where she practiced exclusively in tax and estate 
planning, post-mortem administration, and trust and estate litigation. While in private practice, Tami was certified by The Florida Bar as a specialist in 
Wills, Trusts, and Estates. Tami was elected as a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC) in 2006 and is a member of the 
Fiduciary Litigation and State Laws Committees. She is also a member of The Florida Bar and an active member of the Real Property, Probate and 
Trust Law (RPPTL) Section, where she serves as a member of the Section’s Executive Council and Vice Chair of the Trust Law Committee, as well as a 
member of other substantive committees. She is a former chair of the Florida Supreme Court’s Probate Rules Committee. She is also a member of The Society 
of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP), and holds a certificate in International Trust Management (with distinction). Tami is a frequent lecturer for The 
Florida Bar and other professional associations on topics of estate planning, estate and trust administration, and trustee responsibilities. She is also the author 
of Chapter 10, Practice Under Florida Probate Code, seventh edition (2012). Tami earned her bachelor’s degree at Furman University in Greenville, South 
Carolina and received her law degree from the University of Florida, Levin College of Law in Gainesville, Florida (with honors).   

 
 
S. STACY EASTLAND, JD is the Managing Director, Investment Management Division of Goldman Sachs & Co. LLC. Stacy joined the firm to expand the 
advisory team working with Private Wealth Management clients. He currently works with private clients and their own advisors with their strategic 
wealth management plans, combining a variety of income tax, estate planning and gifting techniques. Prior to joining Goldman Sachs in October 2000, 
Stacy was a senior partner with Baker Botts, L.L.P. in Houston, Texas. Stacy received his B.S. (with Honors) from Washington and Lee and his J.D. from 
The University of Texas (with Honors). Stacy's professional associations include: Member of the International Academy of Estate and Trust Law; 
Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (Regent for 1992/1998 term); Member of the American Bar Association (Supervisory 
Council Member of the Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section from 1990-1998); Member of the Texas Bar Association (Texas Bar Foundation 
Fellow); Member of the Houston Bar Association (Houston Bar Foundation Fellow). Stacy is listed in Who's Who in America and was selected to 
receive the Marquis Who’s Who Lifetime Achievement award in 2017.  Stacy is also listed in The Best Lawyers in America (Woodward/White). He has 
been listed in Town & Country and in Bloomberg Personal Finance as one of the top trust and estate lawyers in the U.S. Stacy was selected as one of the 
ten initial recipients of the Accredited Estate Planner® award of the Estate Planning Hall of Fame® (2004). He was recently named one of the "Top 100 
Wealth Advisors" to ultra-high net worth individual clients in the United States by Citywealth magazine.  Articles about Stacy’s estate planning ideas 
have also been featured in Forbes and Fortune magazines.  Stacy is a prominent lecturer throughout the country. 

 
 
ANITA W. FRIEDLANDER, ESQ. is an IRS Audit & Appeals Tax Attorney with Marini & Associates, P.A. in Miami. Mrs. Friedlander concentrates her 
practice in the areas of tax law both (both international and domestic); and representation before the IRS, including IRS audits, IRS appeals, collections 
and tax court cases. Anita has strong procedural and technical tax skills acquired during her 42 years of service with the IRS, which included assignment 
overseas; auditing and providing tax assistance. She is a member of the Florida Bar. Mrs. Friedlander is able to transact business in English, Italian & 
Spanish. Prior to joining Marini & Associates, P.A. Mrs. Friedlander was an auditor, agent, appeals officer, manager and area director handling domestic, 
estate, collection, and international issues and appeals. She received her Bachelor of Arts in Spanish and Italian, 1973, Florida State University and her 
Juris Doctor, University of Miami School of Law, Miami Florida 1984. 

 
 
ALAN S. GASSMAN, ESQ. is a board certified estate planning and trust lawyer who practices in Clearwater, Florida, with Gassman, Crotty & Denicolo, PA.  He 
has an LL.M. in taxation from the University of Florida, and practices in the areas of trust and estate planning, business and medical practice representation, 
taxation, wealth preservation and has represented well over 1,000 physicians for the last 28 years. Mr. Gassman speaks for many tax conferences and national 
programs, including over 15 Bloomberg BNA webinars in the past four years, three times at the Notre Dame Tax and Estate Planning Institute in the past two 
years, and at many other national and Florida Bar conferences. He was the lead author on Bloomberg BNA’s Estate Tax Planning for 2011 and 2012, and is the 
author of several other books, including Gassman & Markham on Florida and Federal Asset Protection Law, Creditor Protection for Florida Physicians, and A 
Practical Guide to Kickback and Self-Referral Laws for Florida Physicians.  He has been published multiple times in Medical Economics and has been quoted on 
numerous occasions in Modern Healthcare, the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times and many other publications. His memberships include: Board of 
Advisors, Journal of Asset Protection, 1994–1997 Law & Leading Attorney, 1996–2000 Fellow, American Bar Association National Association of Estate 
Planners & Councils President, Pinellas County Estate Planning Council, 1994 Florida Bar. Education: University of Florida, LL.M., Taxation, 1983 University of 
Florida, J.D. with honors, 1982 Rollins College, B.A. with distinction, Business Administration and Accounting, 1979. Certifications: Board Certified Wills, Trusts 
and Estates Lawyer by the Florida Board of Legal Specialization Accredited Estate Planner, National Association of Estate Planners & Councils. 



 
LESTER B. LAW, JD, LLM focuses on estate and trust planning, business succession planning, estate and trust administration, beneficiary and 
fiduciary administration and income tax matters with Franklin Karibjanian & Law.  Lester spent the early part of his career practicing law as a trusts 
and estates attorney.  He then switched to an advisory role working predominately with ultra-high net worth clients in two national trust companies.  
He has worked with many entrepreneurs and their families advising them on business succession planning, including dealing not only with the 
transactional and tax matters, but also with family dynamics and other related issues.  With that experience, combined with his background as a 
certified public accountant, he brings his unique experience in understanding both the income tax, transfer tax and the family dynamic side of 
planning. Lester is a Fellow of the American College of Trusts and Estates Counsel (ACTEC), and serves on the Fiduciary Income Tax and Transfer Tax 
Study committees.   He is also an active member of the American Bar Association’s Real Property Trusts and Estate (ABA RPTE) Section, serving as co-
chair of the ABA RPTE’s Income and Transfer Tax Planning Group, as well as being a member of other committees.   An active member of and board 
certified in Wills Trusts and Estates law by the Florida Bar, Lester has held many leadership roles at the Florida Bar’s Real Property Probate and Trust 
Law Section, including chairing committees, being an editor of the Tax Notes for the Florida Bar Journal and currently co-chairing a subcommittee 
exploring the utility of Community Property Trusts in Florida. Lester is a nationally recognized speaker and author.  Recent presentations and venues 
include, University of Miami Heckerling Institute on Estate Planning, the Notre Dame Tax & Estate Planning Institute, ABA-RPTE meetings, 
Washington School of Law – Annual Estate Planning Council, Portland Estate Planning Council, Ave Maria School of Law Estate Planning Symposia, 
and Florida Attorney / Trust Officer Liaison Conference.  He has lectured for the past decade at the Florida Banker’s Trust School, was an adjunct 
professor at the Ave Maria School of Law, and will also serve as an adjunct professor at the University of Miami School of Law, Graduate Estate 
Planning Program. Lester’s writings have been published in many national journals and publications, including Trusts & Estates, The Florida Bar 
Journal, Probate and Property, Bloomberg/BNA Estates, Gifts & Trusts Journal, Estate Planning, and Steve Leimberg’s – LISI’s Newsletters.  He has 
been quoted in the Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg/BNA, and other national media.  Lester is also a co-author of a book on estate planning titled, Tools 
and Techniques of Trust Planning.  Lester is rated AV® Preeminent™ by Martindale Hubbell.  Prior to joining Franklin Karibjanian & Law, Lester was a 
managing director at US Trust and Abbot Downing (Wells Fargo’s ultra-high net worth boutique) focusing on planning for the ultra-high net worth 
clients for a dozen years.  He also practiced law for more than a dozen years in Florida.  Prior to law school, Lester was a CPA in Florida with 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers (formerly Price Waterhouse) for several years.  Education: LL.M. Tax, University of Florida Graduate Tax Program, 1993 (1st 
in Class); J.D., The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1991; M.S.T., University of Miami, 1989; B.B.A., Florida International University, 1986  

 
 
RONALD MARINI, ESQ. is an IRS and International Tax Attorney with Marini & Associates, P.A. in Miami, FL. Mr. Marini concentrates his practice in the areas 
of international and tax law, representation before the IRS and other tax authorities, and asset protection and estate planning. During his 35-year career in 
international and tax law, he has represented a broad spectrum of international and domestic clients; including Fortune 500 companies, major non-U.S. 
businesses and numerous high net worth individuals. Mr. Marini is a frequent lecturer and has authored numerous articles and several books including: “U.S. 
Portfolio Investments,” CCH International Tax Commentaries. Mr. Marini successfully represented clients, at appeals or in court, in the following tax matters: 
Over 50 large case audits (amount in dispute over $1MM); Over 5 inter-company pricing cases; numerous successful representations of taxpayers at IRS 
appeals; multiple payroll tax collection cases; numerous offer and compromise cases; numerous installment payment plans; and a landmark decision (never 
decided before) limiting a state’s right to tax. Mr. Marini is admitted to practice before the U.S. Tax Court and is recognized as a Preeminent Lawyer (Top 5%), 
by Martindale Hubbell. He is also a member of the Florida Bar, member of A.I.T.C. (Association of International Tax Consultants), and the Florida International 
Tax Group, which is an invitational only group, of the best International Tax Advisors in the State of Florida.  Mr. Marini is able to transact business in English 
and Italian. Prior to forming Marini & Associates, P.A. Mr. Marini was with Arthur Andersen & Co. (AA&Co.), in Miami, Florida and was listed as a firm-wide 
International Tax Specialist in AA&Co.’s Worldwide Directory.  Mr. Marini was 1 of 15 tax professionals, with whom AA&Co. recommended consulting with 
when advising clients on international tax issues. In addition AA&Co. considered Mr. Marini as an International Shipping Specialist. Education: Bachelor of 
Science in Accounting, Villanova University, Villanova, Pennsylvania, 1979 Magna Cum Laude; Juris Doctor, Villanova University, School of Law, Villanova, 
Pennsylvania, 1982; and LLM (Taxation), University of Miami School of Law, Coral Gables, Florida, 1985. 

 
 
MARK SCOTT, JD, LLM joined Kaufman Rossin in 2000 and is a principal in the estate and trust department. Mark’s areas of concentration include complex 
estate tax planning, gift tax planning, trust tax planning, and estate and gift tax return examinations. Mark holds a Master of Laws in Taxation and a Juris 
Doctorate from Chicago-Kent College of Law.  He received his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Florida. Mark is a member of The Florida Bar and 
served on the Continuing Legal Education Committee.  He is a Director and the current Secretary for The Florida Bar Tax Section. In addition, Mark is the 
Immediate Past President of the Greater Miami Tax Institute; and is on the Board of Directors and Treasurer for the Estate Planning Council of Greater Miami. 
Mark is a member of the Miami Foundation’s Board of Trustees. He also is a member of the Mount Sinai Hospital Young Founders and served on the Young 
Presidents’ Board of Directors. Mark is an adjunct professor at the University of Miami School of Law’s Master of Laws in Taxation program, teaching the 
Taxation of Trusts and Estates this semester.   

 
 
RICHARD M. WEBER, MBA, CLU, AEP® (DISTINGUISHED) is a 50-year veteran of the life insurance industry, having been a successful agent, an insurance 
company executive, and now a consultant to insurers and their agents on the topic of effective selling.  Author of more than 300 articles encompassing 
products, sales practices, and the due diligence necessary to buy and sell insurance and annuities, his research paper, “Life Insurance as an Asset Class” - co-
authored with Christopher Hause - received the 2008 Academy of Financial Services “Best Paper” award and has helped many life insurance agents sell 
significant amounts of permanent life insurance.  Dick was the 2012-2013 President of the Society of Financial Service Professionals (FSP) and was FSP’s 
Kenneth Black, Jr. Leadership Award recipient in 2008 in recognition of his “... exemplary leadership qualities and significant contributions to the fulfillment of 
the Society’s core values of ethic, education, and relationships.”  In 2009, Dick was elected to the National Association of Estate Planning Council's  Estate 
Planning Hall of Fame and selected to receive the Distinguished Accredited Estate Planner award and designation for “... significant and outstanding lifetime 
achievements and contributions to the practice and profession of estate planning.”  
  


